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THE CurRENGY QUEsTION. —The Richwond
Whig io ao article on the currency question io
the next (gpgress thinks that the sentiment of
the South MM of the West, as expressed by
their represefkatives, will, be found very strong
oo the side o#he wants and wishes of the peo-
ple, io opposition to the plaos and purposes of
the men who hold the money power and are
seekiog to increase itaod perpetuate it. And
while it attributes the depressing duloess io
trade, discouragemeont of energy, want of that
confidence which gives boldness to busioess,
progress to labor, sad. prosperity to the peuple,
+0 the dommestig policy of the Goveroment, ye
it thinks the absenco of a full, trec-flowing
currecey bas also had a wost dawmagivg ivflu-
epce in bringiog about this state of thiogs so
productive of dissatisfaction awong all classes
of men io all the departments of labor, It says:
*II thivgs shall go vn in this way as they “arc
guing, for a few years looger, we shall have
geoeral wreck and ruia tl roughout the Uvioo,
a perfect Dead sca of busioess of all sorts, and
a finaceial system so completely under the con-
trol ol the mouvey wammoths of Wall street
and its depeudeneies in the North, that they
will be the dictators of trade und the wasters
of the multitudes toiling under their tyraopy.”
But it concludes: “We must say, however,
with ail our ardor in the cause, that if the cur-
réncy questioo would so divide the Democratie-
Conscrvative purty of the North as to endav-
ger its «uceess in the approachiog Presidential
election, we should be in favor of allowing it to
rest until after the battle, just as we are in fa-
vor of oo axitation of the question of our State
debt before the people, lest it may produce dis-
sension io our own Virgioia party in tke Siate,”

THE MECKLENBURG CENTENNIAL.—The
celebration of the ceatennial anviversary of the
Mezklenburg Desluration of Independence com-
menced in Charlotte, Norlh Carolina, in Iode-
pendence Square, the site of the old Court
House in which the Convention sat, yesterday.
A flag-pole, 115 feet high, crowoed by a borpets’
nest, had been raised on the spot, auvd the
American flag was hoisted, amidst a salute of
38 guos {rom the Richmood Howitzers and ap
artillery company from Raleigh. When the

pationa! flag was hoisted it weot up with a T |

cession of cheers. The crowd formed in a eir-
cle around the flagstaff, the inoer line com-
posed of upiformed firemén. Col. William
Johaston, mayor of Charlotte, and Hon. Curtis
H. Brogden, Goveroor of North Carolioa, oc-
cupied seats on an extemporized platiorm.
(olonel Johoston, in a few patriotic sentences
alluding to the centennial, introduced the Gov-
erpor, who addressed the assemblage, for about
fifteen mioutes, and was repeatedly interrupted
with cheers. He said the principles of' liberty
eounciated by the fathers of the revolution one
buondred years ago, on the spot upon which
he stood, would live throughout all time. Last
night a great waoy dwelliogs and other bouses
were illuwmioated with gas, oandles and Chioese
lanterns, while transpareocies, with mottoes
comwemoratiog the event, were bumerous.
The centennial flagstaff was huog with strings
of lanterns, stretching from the ceatre to the
four corpers of the square. Very great eo-
thusiasm prevailed throughout Charlotte, and
the illuwination was general apd really mag-
pificent.

Knigurs oF Pyraias. —The parade of the
Kuights of Pythias in Washiogton yesterday
was a beautiful and imposiog spectacle. Several
thousands of Koights adoroed with chaste apd
attraotive regalia, appeared in line, bearing
beautiful banners, adorned with the wvarious
devices of the Order, and accompanied by nu-
merous bands, discoursing exquisite musie,
to which the Kbnights kept perfect time.
The parade was in every sense credieable to the
Order, Flags were floated from all the flag-
staffs of the city, and many of the public houses
were decorated with evergreens, flowers, flags
and haogiogs, especially the Pytbian colors.
After being reviewed by the members of the
Supreme Lodge of the World, which is cow-
posed of sixty eight members, who were drawu
up ia live o froot of the Natiooal Hotel, the
processiun passed up the aveoue to the Execu-
tive Manpsion, where they were reviewed by
Presideot Graut and Seeretary Belkoap, who
stood upoa the portico with uplified bats. The
Order pow ewbraces a membuiship of nearly
one hualdred thousand, orgavizad in 1,346 sub-
ordioate aud thir y-four Graud Lodges.

A NEw STorv BY WiLkig Coirvins—In
*The Dead Secrer’ ard ‘‘Lhe Moonstone,
Wilkie Collins evinced a tundency: towards &
belief in futslism which lent to thuse cruations
of fiction an interest quite independent of the
stories. 1n ‘“‘Alicis Warlock,” his latest effort,
this fataliztic element is even more sirongly as-
serted—the mystical presentiment of “'the warn-
ing'' being wrought out with eflect. The gra-
dations of the stery towards it3 climsx sre de-
picted with a master hand, aad with such inge.
nuity that tha reader’s interest is rivetled untij
the end «f the closing puge, upon the strange
and exciting story of the terrible but fascinuting
heroine, and the fate of her doomed but devoted
lover. ‘‘Alicia Wariock’ is published exclu-
gively by William F, Gill & Co., Boston.

‘We have received from the publishers Serib-
ner's Magazine for June. Contents: In the
Lstin Quarter; FKirst Born; The Mysterious
Island ; The Story of Sevenoaks; Ephbphatha;
Beds and Tubles, Stools and Candlesticks; A
Visit to Benares; My Open Polar Sea; A Far-
mer’s Vacation; Some Old Lotters; The Song
of the Savoyards; Concerning Maxims; A Mem-
ory ; Recollections of Charles Sumner; Birdsall
of Mapleton ; The Power of Prayer; Topics of
the Time; Home and Society; The World's
‘Work. Seribner’s is one of the very besi, maga-
zines published in this country.

Tae State Derr AND Taxes.—The Char-
lottesville Jeffersonian states the case plaioly
but stroogly in the following article :

“The poor men of the country pay but a very
small amount on saccount of the State taxes
which go to pay the general expenses of the
State and the interest on the debt. A man
worth one hundred dollars pays only fifty cents,
and 30 on in the ssme ratio according to what
heis worth, and one who owns no property
pays nothing, Who, then, is relieved from tax-
ution by repudiation? Not the man of ne prop-
erty or of small property, but the man who
holds a large estate. Upon whom does taxation
weigh most heuvily ? Upon him wdo owns large
property which he cannot manage profitably.
Much of the cry of the burden of the taxes we
have been paying being so great ss to justify re-
pudiation is the wail of some large property-
holders, by which they ssek to beguile the really
poor mun into the belief that he will get some
gresat benefit by repudiation, when in truth he
will get nothing but his share of the disgrace
aud of the evils of demoralization and corrugp-
tions of society that will follow in the train. In
order to relieve hmmseli of the annual payment
of lifty cents or one dollsr, the honest poor of
the land are urged to vote in favor of refusing
to pay the just debts of the State, and theraby
disgrace Virginia und set an example to justify
men in cheating them out of their just dues.
For if the State dofrauds her creditor, holding
on to the railroads, canais and other public im-
provements which are bu'lt with the borrowed
money that crested the debt, why may not every
man cheat his neighbor out »f the wages for his
lsboer, the price for his horse, his bed, or thresh-
ing 1nachine? When this state of things is
brought sbout, the poor men, who have but lit-
tle power and influence and no means to spare
for luw suits, will suffer beyona calculation from
the oppression and the dishonesty of unscrupu-
lous men of property, whose number will be
largely increased by the contaminating example
of the State.”

Maj. Wm. Allap, of Cusl's Neck, oo James
river, died yesterday very suddeoly, it is sup-
posed, of appoplexy. Prior to the war Major
Allan was perhaps one of our wealthiest native
Virginians—owning some eighteen hundred
slaves, and nearly forty thousand ucres of the
best castern Virginia land, includiog the fam-
ous Jumestown Island,Curl’s Neck, Claremont,
ete. He had his owa railvnads and eogioes on
his places apd saiied a splendidly appointed
yatcht mapoed by his own people. The for-
tunes of war had very wuch impaired his pos-
sessions and save some land we presume Major
Allap died without estate.

Mrs. Lineoln the wife of President Lincoln
has been sent to the Illinois State Asylum for
the Iosape at Batavia, on the petition of her
son Robert, who, after long forbearaoce, was
at last obliged to perform the most painful duty.
The unfortunate wother was present in court
when the order was passed, and reproached her
son for appearing agaiost her. Sbortly after
the assassination of her husband she showed
unmistakable symptoms of mental aberration,
but her friends hesitated to have her adjudged
a lupatie.

The funeral of General Jobn C. Breckin-
ridge took place at Lexiogton, Ky., yesterday.
It was attended by an immense throug of peo-
ple. The officers of the State, headed by Grov.
Leslie, were prescnt in a body, as were also
Senators Stevenson and MecCreery, and maoy
other distinguished men. The funeral was
conducted by the Koights Templar, of which
Order General Breckinridge was a member.
No such outpouttog of the people had been
witoessed since the death of Heory Clay.

A conventioa of eolored people assembled in
Nashville, Tennessoe, yesterday, to mature
measures for emigration to some other State,
an impression prevailing among them that they
can obtain free transportation to Kansas and
forty acres of land, with a year’s rations and &
mule. It is suggested that perbaps this rumor
has caused the reported disapearance of grass-
hoppers from that State.

Jeremizh Hamilton. a well.knowa colored
broker and bauker in Wall street, New York,
died there yesterday, aged 62 years. He was
said to be the richest colored man inthe United
Siates. being worth $2,000,000. He was
formerly a West Iodian slaves, and leaves two
educated and accomplished daughters. He once
offered a large sum to any white men who would
warry them.

Dispatehes received in Philadelphia from the
wheat growing couaties of New York State
show, it is stated, that the crop bas been injur-
ed to such av extent by the late cold weatber
and wet spriug, that the yield will prove pot
more thao half an average,

A semi-official denial is given from Berlio to
the statewent in the Pall Mall Gazette that
Prince Bismarck had sent out a circular dis:
pateh complaining of the adoption of the Freoch
Arwy Cadres bill as dangerous to the peace of
Europe.

The Boston Globeis afraid of a famine ip
that city when all the world comes to Buoker
Hill,

AGRICULTURAL.

Porato Buc.~-At thelast meeting of the Wood-
lawn Farmers' Club the Colorado bug was re-
ported as having begun its destructive work on
the potato vines, and it was recommended to
keep close watch upon the vines and on the first
apuvosrance of the eggs or slugs, knock them oft’
into & tin pan or bucket and scald them with hot
water. 1f too numerous to destroy in this way,
then mix one pound of Paris green with twenty
pounds of flour or plaster and sift on the vines
while wet. It was urged that every one should
destroy them as fust as they make their appear-
arce, and thereby, by combined etfort, keep
them in check.

GrAPES.—It was feared that the grape crop
of this county had been badly injured by the
late cold snap, but we are glad to know that
such is not the case. In the vineyard of Mr.
Haberle tha grapes are not injured, and the
prospect for & good crop is promisicg. We have
not heard from other vineyards, but presume
thay_ fare as well, as the chances are sbout equal.
—[Charottesville Joff'n.

’Fnurr.—We have reason to hope that there
will be more fruit of several kinds, such a: spples,

ears, blums, and cherries, than was supposed.

here is, 8o far as we havs examined, sbout half
& crop on the trees, which will make the fruit
better, tbough not so abundunt.-[Charlottesville
Jefferscnian,

CABBOLIC 30AP AND PoTaTo Bres.—A gen-
t.lerpﬂ.n hﬁs leﬂ- at Lhis \'Imce aspaciman Of Car-
bolic sosp, a strong lather made from which, he
says, will effsctuslly destroy the potato bug.

A pumber of fish culturists aod sportsmen

met ino New York yesterday to form an inter-

pational association for the purpose of procur-
ing the passuge of protectional game laws for
the United States and Canada.

NEWS OF THE DAY
‘T show the very age and body of the Times."

A fire was raging yesterday in the woods
pear Port Jervis, N. Y. Several saw mills
have been destroyed, together with a lg.rge
amount of sawed and ubsawed lumber. The
dawage done is said to be immeose. Destruc-
tive fires are ragiog in the woods along the
Lake Superior and Michigao railroad, near the
North Pacific Juoetion. Over 1,300 cords of
wood have been burned and several lumberiog
outfits destroyed. )

In consequecca of the pretty general viola-
tion by American shipmasters of the laws rela-
tive to the discharge of American seamen in
foreiga ports, and the difficulty of collecting
extra wages for such discharges, and of dues
for the transfer of Awerican vessels to foreign
flags, the Treasury Departmeot will shortly
adopt more effective measures for the enforce-
ment of the laws io this respect,

The U. S. Commission, coosisting of Seore-
tary Bristow, Postmaster Geoeral Jewell, and
Supervisiog Architeet Potter, appointed by
Coogress to visit Baltimore aud inspect and
select a site for the proposed pastoﬂéce build-
ing, performed that duty yesterday. They were
properly received and eotertaioed by the city
authorities.

The husbands of the two women, Smith and
Jackson, who were drowoed at Zivesville,
Ohnio, oo Sunday aight, by the boat io which
they were attemplivg to cross the river golng
over the dam, have been arrested on a charge
of waoslaughter. Both men were drunk at
the time,

Oue of the Indian prisooers now beiog taken
to their Florida prison yesterday morniog suc-
ceeded in getting hold of a kuife, with which
he stabted (wo soldiers aod theo himself while
the train was at Madison Station, near Nash-
ville. The soldiers were pot much burt, and it
is thought the Indiao will recover.

Offcial dispatches have been received at
Havaoa, from the ioterior, which state that
the Government troops twice attacked a body
of iosurgents wumbering six huodred men,
vommanded by Ruloff, and that pineteco io-
surgeots were killed. The Governwent loss
was five soldiers killed.

The convention of Catholic Usion benevo-
lent societies, in session at Ciociooati, yester-
day adopted a new constitution, and passed
resolutions denonociog Bismarck and his battle
agaiost the Church io Prussia, and expressing
sympathy for the Pope. .

The Spanish Goverowent has declared the
electoral period opened. During the presoribed
time the press is free to discuss all questions
except that of monarchy, and political meet-
ings are permitted. The smallpox is reported
to be raging in the Carlist camps.

A Swedish sailor returned to New York
from sea a week ago, and findiog his black-
eyed Susan married to another, weunded her
severely yesterday with a pistol, and unsuccess-
fully attempted suicide.

New Orleans is evacuated. Seven companies
of the twenty-second U. 8. infantry have left
that city for their former stations io the vicio-
ity of Milwaukee and Detroit. Aod Sheridao
is soon to be married.

A Madrid telegram says that in the decree
issued yesterday the Government avows ils in-
tention of doing justice to the Church, and
gives a hopeful review of the military situation.

Sixty New York capitalists and bankers bave
travelled since Monday one thousand miles
tbrough Missouri, Kansas and Iodian Terri-
tory without sceing a siogle grasshopper.

Texas cattle have beguo to arrive 10 Kaosas,
but the general drove will be about a month
later thao usual, The cxpected arrivals within
the next thirty days amount to 50,000 head.

Michael C. Kerr, mewber of Coogress from
Indiana, has rcturned to’ Washiogton from a
prolouged visit to the South, and is entirely
restored tn health,

The next meetivg of the German Catholie
Beoevolent Uaion is to be held ic Philadelphia
oo Pentecost Monday, 1876.

A dam on the Upper Gull river, at Mioden,
Ootario, broke yesterday, flooding the village
and doing a great deal of damage.

The coinage of the pew tweoty cent piece
was commenced yesterday at Philadelphia.

Episcopal Couneil.
|Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette. |

Ricayonp, May 19.—The Eightieth Aonual
Couneil of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in
Virginia, met this afterooon io the lecture
room of St. Pauls Church. Before the meet-
ing of the convention morniog service was held
in the same church at 11 o'clock. Hev. J. S.
Hanckel, of Charlottesville, read the servioes,
aod Rev. R. H. McKim, of Alexandria, preach-
ed from 52 Isaiah, part of the lst verse—
“Awake,awake,put on thy streogth, oh Zion,”
I'he sermon was an able aod impressive ope.
and though quite long, was listened to with the
greatest attestion by the congregation —one of
the largest that ever assembled in St. Pauls
Church. After the sermon a collection was
takeo up for the benefit of the Dioscesan Mis-
gionary and Iducational Socicties of Virginia.

The Couvcil was called to order by the Presi-
deat, Bishop Johns, at 2:45, and the secretary,
Rev. T. G. Dashiel, of St. Marks Chureb, in
this city, called the roll of the clerical delegates,
and it was ascertained that there were eighty-
five present. The President then appointed a
committee coosistivg of Revs. William Nor-
wood aod F, F. Martin, Dr. D. C. Gordon and
Messrs. Joho R Bryan aad A. T. Laidley a
committee to exumine the credentials of the
lay delegates.

Alter ashort retirement the committee re-
turned and reported eighty-four delegates
present, makiog the attendance of clerical and
lay delegates 169

Oa motion of Rev. Dr. Charles Miooigerode
the rules of government of the last Council were
adopted, and it was determined that the ses
sions be held trow 9 uotil 2:30 p. m. with a re-
cess at 11 a. m. for divine survice.

" The Council then adjoursed uatil to-morrow
morning.

A meetiog of the Brotherhood of the Protes-
tant Episcopal Church, io the Diocese of Vir-
gioia, was held this afterooon at 5 o’clock, io
the lecture room ot St. Pauls Church. The
trustees submitted their anoual report, which
shows that the Brotherhcod bave made pro-
gress, The total wumber of members oo the
roll is 792. Of these seventy-eight are clergy-
meo, scven biog life members.

Collections in cooscquence of the death of
Right Rev. Bishop Payoe have so far amount-
ed to $1,300, and the trustees thiok will ap-
proximate $1,450. They wake the following
statemeot of collections: Collections on acenunt
of heirs of Rev. W, H. L. Temple, $1,132 40;
F. H. Boyden, $1,26385; F. H. Winogfield,
DD., $1,317.31; W. H. Peadleton, DD., $1,-
316.71; Wm. Sparrow, DD., $1,388 66; Aod.
Fisher, $1,454.65; und estimated collections
oo aceount ot Rt. Rev. Bishop Payoe, $1.450.
They state that this has been accomplished 1n
ahout ope-third of the parishes, aod that one-
half of the communicants have not been reach-
ed at all The average yearly paymeat of each
member bas been $2.94, The importance of
ao act of incorpoiation is suggested, anod it is
recommended that a committee be appointed
for procuring such act aod to awend aud altar
the constitution and by-laws so as to conform

to it,

Wool Growing.

The following letter will be of interest to the

farmiuvg commuuity, as sheep culture is at-

tracting oo little attention, at this time, iv Vir-
February 13, 1873.

ginia:

T the editor of the National Republican :

The Spaviards have ao old proverb that calls
the boof of the sheep ‘‘the golden hoof,” be-
cause they say, it briogs weulth out of every
spot of ground it touches. Lt would seem to
be so in Califoroia, for her wool-pruducing io-
terest has growo into overshadowing propor-
tions within the comparatively short period of
tweuty years. Frow a few thousaod sheep and
a clip of a little over five thousand pouods in
1855, ber flocks have iocreased in numbers to
pearly ten millions of sheep, produciog over
thirty-nine million pounods ol wool io 1574—
ona fitth of the entire clip of the United States.
This is by far the most rapid ivcrease, the
greatest progress ever made by an Awecrican
State, and perhaps the greatest that cauw be
showu by any couatry,

No mention, however brief, of California’s
resources cun therelore be just to her if it owits
the product of her flicks. Accordiog(y I shall
give in this letter some facts showiog now this
great result bas beeu achicved in so short a
time from very small begiovings. This can
best be dooe by detailing individual operations
and successes of representative flock-masters.

1he earlier and very remarkable career of
Col. W. W. Hollister, the pioneer wool-grower
of Califorpia, 18 already kuvowu to the country,
for it was Col. Hollister who first began io
Califorpia the raisiog of sheep for their wool.
"Phis was in the year 1853. He came to this
State in 1852, leading a compaoy of emigraots
with & train. While at a place called Alviso,
pear the head of San Fraoeisco Bay, be voticed
a band of some two thousand Mexicuo sheep
feediog io the open plain, appurently uoteuded.
Approachiog he saw that they were herded by
two dogs, with no wan io view. Struck by the
novel sight, be sat down oo the grouud alone,
watching the sheep for hours and thinking;
and it was there that his clear braio worked
out the problem which has dooe so wuch to
make QCalilorpia’s sheep-husbandry the culos-
sal interest it is. "It dogs can de this,” suid
the Colooel to himself, **what way oot weo do
with sheep in a couotry like this, where graz-
iog it perpetual, where no shelter is required,
aod where the natural inercase is oor huodred
per cent avpually 7’ Then and there his reso-
lation was formed, bis course deeided, his plan
conceived. It was to bring ten thousaud fut
wethers across the Plainsand sell thew in Cali-
fornia as mutton; for wutton-sheep brougnt
$10 a head here in thuse days. ‘The breeding
of sheep was wvo part of his origival plag; but
this was subsequently wodified by circuwstaoc-
es. He rose up trom the silent plain, and later
in the year returned to Ohio, where, in con-
junction with others, he bought several thous-
und sheep, iocludiog a few huadred Amecrican
ewes. With these he started overland for Cali-
fornia, adding to their oumber by purchasc in
the ti‘:uulmry passed through on the warch west-
ward.

They arrived in this State in 1853, with
about three thousand head, having sustaioed
serious losses eo route, chicfly in Utah and be-
yond. The big fat wethers fell by the way io
large numbers, boroe dowo by their own weight;
the little ewes held out bravely, and wost of
them pulled through. The Colonel and his
compapions brought their flocks in by way of
the San Berpardioo couniry. A division was

Rancio SaN JULIAN,
SANTA BarBARA CuUNTY, UAL.,

the owner, in his own right, of about eight
buodred sheep. The outlook for the young
master was oot encouragiog. ¢ was without
other available meaps, (for he had fifteen
thousand dollars tied up in cattle, which he
had sent to the mines to be sold by a Iriend
whom he wished to help, and who proved a
false friend, showiog his gratitude by runoing

but three huondred ewes to commence breeding
with. But his judgment was clear, his will io-
domitable, and his faith unsbaken, for he had
thought out the sheep problem oo the plaios
of Alviso, and koew suceess with him was only
a question of time. He passed leisurcly up the
coast, driving his little band before him,
through San Beroardino, Los Anpgeles aud
Santa Barbara, resting bere on the splendid
Dos Pueblos lands, where seveateen years later
he made his present prioeely howe; then op
tbrough the Gaviota Pass and tbis Poiot Coo-
cepcion country, through San Luis Obispo,
“‘the cow county,’”’ into Monterey, Here he
halted aod commenced his career as a Califor-
pia grazier; and from the small beginning then
made he has built up by his own cfforrs, and
the aid of partoers whom he subsequently as-
gociated with bim in his operations, a busioess
which represents willioos of dollars, the owoer-
ship of thousaods of sheep—eighty thousand
at one time—and over one hundred acd fifty
thousand acres of land io oce place.

WHAT TWELVE YEARS PRODUCED,

What next follows relates more espeeially to
a period of about a dozen years io the later
career of Col. Hollister and his present partners,
the Dibblee Brothers, joint owaners of these
Poiot Concepeion ranchos, of whieh noted group
the Raocho San Julian is headquarters, aod
the largest and finest of them all. My facts are
procured from headquarters.

Io 1862 Col. Hollister and his brother Hub-
bard formed a partoership in the sheep busi-
pess with Albert and Thomas B Dibblee, (who
bad been successful wool-growers in Los Ao
geles county,) aod in 1863 the joint partuers
bought for $60,000 the great Lowpoe rancho,
one of the Point Coneepeion group, a Spauish
graot which Co!. Hollister had loog been car-
rying io his uperring grazier's eye. It lies
seven wiles aloog the ceeau eoast, extends io-
lapd twelve miles to and beyond the river Santa
Yoez or La Purisima, and contains nearly vine
and ahalf leagues of land, or 42,085 zcres
They stocked it with teu thousasd head of
sheep, mostly grade Merinos,"and cowwenced
operations in breediog and wool-growing uoder
the able supervision of the managiog partoer,
Mr, Thomas B. Dibblee.

Passing over details,the actual results achiev-
ed since then muy be summariz:d briefly, The
flncks thrived aod multiplied rapidly, raoging
far afield over the beautiful grass covered wval
leys and hills of the Lompoe uotil wore pas-
turage was required to carry their increase. To
supply this more land was bought from time o
time, as needed, and paid for out of the prufits
of the business, which alone were sufficient to
enable the proprictors, after payine all ex-
penses, (ioeluding the cost of valuable improve-
meots acd some £15.000 spent in petlectiog
titles, for legal services, surveyor's fees, &eo.,)
to buy grant after grant adjicent to the Lom-
poe, until in 1874 their lauded possessions io
this locality covered seven eotive raochus and
part of another; the whole embraciog a grand
aggregate area of 140,000 acres, with an vcean
frontage of tweoty miles or more, and extend-
iog far inland—sa vast sheep walk, a pastoral
principality withio itself.

Meantime their flocks bad so iocreased in
pumbers, and their laods so eohanced in value
by the mutual progress of settlement aod the
development of the couutry, that the entire
property was in 1874 worth probubly a miilioo
and ahalf of Jollars—all the resalt of $6U,000
originally iovested and 10,000 shecp skiliful y
bandied. The Lompoc and Mision Vieja
ranchos, containiog less than oue third of the
whole area, were sold last fall for half'a willion
dollars, and surrendered to subdivision, settle
ment and agriculture. The flocks were retired
therefrom and mainly cooeentrated co the San
Julian, which is now tbe ceotre of the entire
operations.

The oatural inerease of flocks in this favored
country is something remarkable. It is rupid,

steady, sure. Look at these figures, which I

.| be told apart even by ap expert.

pow made, and Col. Hollister fuuod hiwmself

away with the herd;) be was io debt, and had |

have myself taken from the books: In 1862
Hollister aud Dibblees mude a special purchase
of three huodred pure Spanish-merino ewes,
and in]864added ove hundred more to the num-
ber. These sheep were placed on the Lompoe,
marked with a distioetive mark, aod with their
incrcase have ever sioce been herded apart from
the grade flocks, to preserve their putity and en-
able their owoers to know with certaioty the
actual increase. Resultin 1875, twelve years
later : The lambiog brands of this breed now
on Raocho San Julian number, by actual count,
11,193. The count was made and entered up-
vo the books by the major domo about two
weeks ago.  There are, besides, 3,000 yearling
ewes of the same breed oo the rancho, makiog
the whole number of pure merino ewes de-
scended from the pureot band, and still living,
14,193. Ao equal number of males raised dur-
iog the same period (part of which are oo
hand, maoy thousands baviog been sold,) swells
the aggregate increase to twenty eight thous-
apd—all from four hundred ewes in about
twelve years.

'!L‘hese are results achieved, not predictions or
estimates; oot ‘‘counting chickens before they
are hatched” por lambs before they were boro.
Mr. Dibblee tells me that the utmost care has
always beeo taken to keep the pure stock apart
from the grade, and to give to each and every
animal its owo proper distinetive ear-mark; so
that the above result is one not to be doubted.
The desigoation of **Merivo”’ weans pure Me-
Fl_no_uuly; all grades ure called stock sheep.
Their werinos pow outoumber their stock
cheep. They have bere over 19,000 head of
grown Merinos—probably the largest siugle
fluck of this breed io all California, with her
teo willioos of sheep.

INCREASE AND MANAGEMENT.

Their Merino lambing bands will be increased
by 9,000 lambs this mootb; they are now drop-
ping at the rate of several buodred a day. It
18 a pretty sight.  The stock lambs of 1875 will
ouwber 7,000 or 8,000. The whole increase
will be 16,000 —about cighty per cent.—swell-
g the uggregate to 50,000 head.

Mr. Dibblee, as manager, has made it a rule
to oever sell a Merino ewe. His sales of ewes
fur breeding purposes have almost iovariably
been from amoog the stock baods. Both Me-
rino and stock wethers are sold for mutton, By
steadily pursuiog this sagacious policy of spar-
ing the Merino ewes, be has made it possible
fur the swall pumber which they commeunced
with 1o 1862 to show a liviug icerease of nearly
tweoty thousand, which will be increased to
nearly thirty thousand by the first of March.

Nooe but pure Merivo rawms are used iu apy
of the flocks, These raws are of superior
straios of blpod, many of them baviog been se-
leeted in the East and Caoada and brought
arvund the Horn, Several huudred are sold
yearly to neighboring breeders, who come to
the raocho and select them, The owners re-
serve the right of first choiee, and Mr. Dib-
blee's practiced eye picks out six or seven hun-
dred for howe use belore the selling begins. A
band of 90U is now kept in the Salsipudes
cauon, I have just seen them; they are mag-
pificent-looking tellows. The practical result
of the skill and care io breediog here, exhibit-
ed duriog the last twelve years, hes been to
give to all these flocks superior straios of blood.
All, whether of pure Merino or mized blood,
are certainly very fipe. The stock sheep are
highbred, being frow fifteen sixteenths-up to
sixty-three sixty-fourths pure. They look as
well, and clip as much wool, as the Merinoos,
aond, without marks, the two classes could oot
i T'he grade

wool brings as much io market as the rest.

The average clip of these splendid sheep of
Hollister and the Dibblees is extraoidinary for
such large flocks. The average of the spring
elip last year was a little over seven pounds and
two-thirds (7.68 exact). The wool sells in San
Francisco at an average price io gold of 25
cents for spring and 15 ceots for fall, year in
apd year out. This is for “‘wool in the dirt."”
The price for spring is equivalent to about 50
cents a pound (grecnbacks) for scoured wool io
New York, the shriokage io Merioo wool be-
ing votoriously heavy—over forly per cent.
Fall woel is that elipped from the lambs of the
previous February—seven months old, 1 be-
lieve the average fall clip is about four pounds
per head.

TIE CLIP AND ITS VALUE.

Both wool aond sheep are cash. Mutton
weathers sell on the rancho to San Franeisco
butchers for $3, %3 25 and $3.50 per head. Mr.
Dibblee inforws we that the price has oot been
less than $3 for years, HKwes sell for $3.25 and
$3,50 per head; rams for $10 per head. All
these values are gold.

The following summary of actual money yield
of these ranchos duriog the last three years is
also made up from the firm’s books:

Io 1872 their wool clip was 250,000 Ibs., and
brought, at 15 cents fur fall and 40 cents for
spriog, (an exceptiopally bigh price,) $84,375.
Their sales of sheep reached 11,016 head; they
brought $40,260. The aggregate sales amouut-
ed to $124,635. In 1873 the wool clip was 338,-
131 pounds; it brought $74,879. About 14,-
500 head uf sheep were sold, realizing $45.408.
The uggregate sales amounted to $123,287. Io
1874 the elip was 316 297 pounds. The spring
elip, 254,137 pounds, was sold at 24 cents,
yielding $60,992. The fall clip was 62,160
puuods. The account sales of this clip hus oot
yet been recvived at the ranebo from San
Francisco; but at the usual price of 15 ceots it
will bring $9,324. About 16,500 head of sheep
have been sold, realiziog $53,933. The entire
sales of wool and sheep for 1874 will thus reach
$124 249. (Lt should be stated here that the
sheep sales last year were cxceptionally large.
Upon the sale of the Lompre rancho aod the
retiremeont of the fluck therelrow, an extra sale
of 3,000 sheep was made, realiziog $10,000
more than io ordinary years.

Such is the hard money response of the
golden hoof wheo culled upon for cash results.
These results have been realized at a total ex-
pense, including the cost of improvements aond
betterments, of from £30,000 to $35,000. They
have not been achieved without effort.

The sheep are kept io bands of from 1,500
to 2,000 each. except at lambiog time, wheo
the ewe-flicks are subdivided into baods of
about 750 each, greater care beiog then exer-
cised in order to save the lambs. Each baod is
in charge of ope herder, who is furnished with
a horse, but provides his own blanket. He is
supplied with “grub” for bimself and *'pison™
for the pestiferous coyates, which bave to be
watched vigilantly lest they prey upon the
flocks. Strychuvine is used for poisooiog by
charging pieces of meat with it, or the
carcases of sheep or lambs that happen to
die or get killed. These baits are placed in the
way of the uuvsuspecring woives; and when
strychoine gets into the stomach of the coyote it
mukes him writhe io agony aod even wish he
were dead. He forthwith turns from his mut-
ton, takes to the hills, and is seen no more.
The rams are herded by themseives, except
duriag about six weeks of each year, from aod
after the lst of September, when they are
turved ioto the ewe bands,

Lvery sheep on the ranche is “*soused” once
a year 1o a decoetion of tobazeo juice and cor-
rosive sublimate, to keep duwn the scab. This
is as wuch a part of the care of them as shear-
iug ur bearding; it isto be omitted oo po ac-
couut. The scab and the coyotes are the ooly
considerable drawbacks to the raising of sbeep
io Southern Califorpia. B.th are kept umder
coutrol iu well regnlated establishments hke
this by the weans deseribed, so that the per
ot. of mortality is low, even in large flocks,
where the waster canoot give thut careful per-
sonal supervision which is possible i swaller
ventures.

At sheariog time a lively scene is presented.
Thirty shearers are employed. The wool is
packed in bales of about 420 pouods each,
which are marked and hauled to the coast at
Gaviota Laodiog, whenee they are shipped

to San Francisco, consigoed to one of its leading

e S e s, |
commercial men, whose business it is to attend
to the wool sales and transset all other busi
nyss of the firm there. About thirty weo and
h:'lrses are regularly employed oo the ranelo
with an extra force of men at lambing and
shearing times, Sixty head of five short hory
cattle are kept for the use of the establishment,
A competent major domo, or superietendent
Mr. Geo. H. Loog, haschargeof the entire
operatioos, ucder the geoeral direction of the
wanager. Mr. Loog has beeo with his present
ewployers maoy years, and is a tried and trus;-
ed lieutenant.

County Radicals.

The colored Radicals of Jefferson Township
met last night tor the purpose of nominatiog
delegates to a Convention to oominate candj.
dates for County Clerk, Commonwealth’s Ai-
torpey, Commissioner of the Riveoue agd
County Treasurer,

At 9:15 o'clock the meeting was ealled g
order by Wm. A. Rowe, a member of th,
County Executive Committee, who stated tl;e
object of the meeting, and said the first buysi.
pess in order was the election ot a President.

John Pendleton was eiected President ani
(alvio H. Richardson, Secretary.

The President was introduced to the voters
by Wm. A. Rowe. [e thavked them for the
booor conlerred, io a few scotenees, aod thiy
stated the object of the meeting to be for (k.
purpose of pomioatiog Towoship officers ay|
electiog delegates to the County Couventioy,

The following persons were then put iv nog-
inatioo for Township officers, to be voted {r
oa the 27th iost.: Wm. A. Rowe, Supervisor
Joho Peodleton, Geo. Fravklin and Apdrey
Jenkios, Justices of the Peace; Harrison ol
wan, for Constable.

Besjamin Pollard and Ephrian Elim wer.
put in nominativn for Overseer of the Pyor,
Pollard receiving 10 votes, Elim nooe, Poliard
was declared the eboice of the voters fur (he
position.

Then came the election of five delegutes 1y
the Cousty Couvention, which is o weet oy
the 24th inst, ;

Wm. A. Rowe was io favor of the Presidest
appointiog the delegates

Qo motion, it was resulved that they ba ¢lee-
ed from the flyor.

The lollowing named persons were eleeted |
Wm. A. Rowe. Harrison Goldman, Geores
Fraoklin, C. H. Richardsou avd Joho R
Owens.

The fullowing persons were elected a s
trict Comuwittee for the cosuing year: — -
Pollard, John Pendletou and Wm. A, Rowe,

Rowe said that as they had finished busioess
apparently, he would offer a resolution, the
purport of which was to prevent aoy person
who wight acerpt a vowioation for a couunty
office this spring lvum bee nmivg a caodidate tor
any other office within the gitt of the peopie
pext fall.

J. B. Syphax asked, as he was oot a voter
of that Towuslup, tv be heurd a mowment i
reference 1o the resolution; which request was
granted. Hesaid that it had never been nis
custom to attempt to dictate the poliey of auy
meetiog, but when resolutions like those whieh
the geotleman had offered eame belore any
mecting composed of the voters of Alexandiia
county, he claimed the right to be heard. With
him such resolutivns were of great sicmbticane:,
beecause he could rruce their vriein (o a conver
satioo whieh be had had with Kowe 1o referenes
to the various offices to be filied, beeause it was
understood that some of Lis fricuds were press
iog his claims for the Commissicner of Rev
pue, aod Rowe wanted hiw to pledge hiwseli
pot to relinguish the position if elected to o,
even though the people should eall him to 1l
some other of as great, or eveu greater iw-
portance. Anyman who would aonunciate such
a doctrive was wholly unascquainted with the
very priseiples of our form o! government. s
was oppusd to the resolution because it woul
prevent the people from olten seleering ther
best men, and he inteoded o “fizht it out o
that line."

W, A. Bowe io reply to Syphax, sad ol
he was sorry Syphax was the only wao in the
county who was affected by the resolurion. [l
thought it all wroog to aliow a man toace:pra
powination for any position elective by the
people, and theo resign whenever he felt like
beiog elected to sowme other position ; it w <
too much to allow a judge to appuiot wen o
these positions, thereby keeping up aconstunt
change of offic'rs, and huzarding the reput
tion of this couuty by aset of incompetent
officers.

Mr. Roach wanted to know if a man shoull
aceept a nomivativon for woy position in kool
faith, and it afterwards turned out that e
could not qualify, would that be a bar to hi
aceepting auy other position during the terw
for which he was elected.

Rowe said that it was the intention of the
people to elect men ty these pusitions who it
qualify.

The vote oo the resolutions was then takco
and they were lost.

R. L. Mitchell, of this eity, was then 1
vited to address the voters, as he had bect
meantioned in conection with ane ol the connty
offices. e came forward apd said —uites
thaoking thew for their courtesy —that he hal
po claims upon the voters io the county, il they
had a wan in the eounty who wanted the 1o
sition, but he thought when they came to the
city to select meo that they should divide st
least,

The meeting theo adjnurned.

DEATH OF AN OLD DEFENDER. —We ree rd
with regret the death ol Owen Carroll, .
at his residence near Beltsville, in this eountty
oo the 11th ivstant,  Mr. Carroli was a nats
of Ireland, but for the past sixty three joar
has been a resident of this county, and at '
time of his death was in the 90th year of b
age. During the war ot 1812, he hail cliri
of the Powder Mills pear Bladenshure, @61
took an active part in the eventsol that period.
— Marllbore’ Md., Guzecte.

The trial of Mr. Moore’s perition against 10
validity of the election of the late Juo. Mitct
in Tipperary, began at Clearwel yesiriis
The petitioner claiws the scat oo the groul
be was the legal candidate and legally vlectei
his oppooent beiog inehgible Irou the tirts
because he had trausferred his allegiines 100
the Queen of Koglapd to the Guveruwent =
the United States.

Twenty-one of the “Uommittee of Thit

yesterday seot their resignations (o the Freoch
Nation:] Assembly. The President anuout "_1
that elections would be held to fill the sacs®
cics thus created.

OQOFFICIAL.

AN Act supplementsl to “'An Aot b pens
the Police Foree, T

Be it enacted by the City Council, .TL!\_
police force be and is bereby rodu % e
tean men, two officirs wnd fiteen policei:
and the sulary of ¢ id fifteen policemen siee
forty-five dollars ($45) ench per mont. g

See, 2 This Act shall be in forceon B0t o,
ter the first day of July, 1875, and non
parts of acts in conflict ure hereby

rt‘l"'"]" b &8
rgased Common Coeuncil May 11, 1800
Passed Common 6k &, SHINS. Prev i
Passed Board of Aldermen May 18 159,
SAMUEL H. JANNEY, P
Approved May 19, 1875
K. KEMPER, Mayor.
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Teste: HiROLD Szowpes, Clerk Cym

X TOTHS! MOTHS1—We have on Batl?
B lurge stock of what is believed to ! Fe

best and chewpest preventive for JLuth

m‘]nlri:v'bjl’fl E. S. LEADBEATER & BRY

i THE} QREs ; Ly "l' 7--' 3
NOTHER supply of those IAVOILC % 4.
Cloth snd :;';Epel SUN UMBRL{-‘IC{"-'-'

Also a full line of S_r_---tﬁh Gingham sn
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